Reply form 
on the first Consultation Paper for MiCA implementation


Responding to this paper 
ESMA invites comments on all matters in this paper and in particular on the specific questions summarised in Annex 1 . Comments are most helpful if they:
respond to the question stated;
indicate the specific question to which the comment relates;
contain a clear rationale; and
describe any alternatives ESMA should consider.
ESMA will consider all comments received by 20 September 2023. 
All contributions should be submitted online at www.esma.europa.eu under the heading ‘Your input - Consultations’. 

Instructions
In order to facilitate analysis of responses to the Consultation Paper, respondents are requested to follow the below steps when preparing and submitting their response:
•	Insert your responses to the questions in the Consultation Paper in this reply form. 
•	Please do not remove tags of the type < ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>. Your response 	to each question has to be framed by the two tags corresponding to the question.
•	If you do not wish to respond to a given question, please do not delete it but simply 	leave the text “TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE” between the tags.
•	When you have drafted your responses, save the reply form according to the following 	convention: ESMA_CP1_MiCA _nameofrespondent. 
	For example, for a respondent named ABCD, the reply form would be saved with the 	following name: ESMA_CP1_MiCA _ABCD.
•	Upload the Word reply form containing your responses to ESMA’s website (pdf 	documents will not be considered except for annexes). All contributions should be 	submitted online at www.esma.europa.eu under the heading ‘Your input - 	Consultations’.

Publication of responses
All contributions received will be published following the close of the consultation unless you request otherwise. Please clearly and prominently indicate in your submission any part you do not wish to be publicly disclosed. A standard confidentiality statement in an email message will not be treated as a request for non-disclosure. A confidential response may be requested from us in accordance with ESMA’s rules on access to documents. We may consult you if we receive such a request. Any decision we make not to disclose the response is reviewable by ESMA’s Board of Appeal and the European Ombudsman.

Data protection
Information on data protection can be found at www.esma.europa.eu under the heading ‘Data protection’.

Who should read this paper?
All interested stakeholders are invited to respond to this consultation paper. In particular, ESMA invites crypto-assets issuers, crypto-asset service providers and financial entities dealing with crypto-assets as well as all stakeholders that have an interest in crypto-assets.
General information about respondent
	Name of the company / organisation
	Hedera Hashgraph, LLC
	Activity
	Issuers of crypto-assets
	Are you representing an association?
	☐
	Country / Region
	North-America
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Introduction
Q0: Please make your introductory comments below, if any:
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
The Hedera Council (“Council”) is an international coalition of twenty-nine (29) independent and unaffiliated organizations, including five (5) headquartered in European Union member states, who collectively operate and govern a Distributed Ledger Technology (“DLT”) network based on the hashgraph consensus algorithm (the “Hedera Network”). As with other DLT networks, the Hedera Network provides a network-native digital asset for application developers and users to utilize when making the micropayments required whenever they consume a Hedera Network service, i.e., whenever their application makes an API call to the network. 

In the case of the Hedera Network, that digital asset is called an “hbar.” This is a fundamental requirement of any public implementation of digital asset technology because anyone can use such APIs to build Web3 applications with high throughput, fair ordering, and low-latency consensus finality in seconds without relying on centralized infrastructure, but this model only works if there is a cryptographically secure method of fairly compensating all of the decentralized infrastructure providers responsible for making these services available to the public. 

In the case of the Hedera Network, our coalition of independent network node operators provides these services in an environmentally and financially sustainable manner, as documented in a 2021 study from University College London, available at http://blockchain.cs.ucl.ac.uk/blockchain-energy-consumption/. This is partially due to the fact that the Hedera Network uses a proof-of-stake security model, which is an increasingly popular and environmentally sustainable method of securing a distributed public ledger.

We welcome the opportunity to provide the European Securities and Markets Authority (“ESMA”) with our response to the consultation on Technical Standards specifying certain requirements of the Markets in Crypto Assets Regulation (MiCA). We appreciate the efforts of ESMA to protect purchasers of digital assets and ensure orderly markets for Hedera network users, and we understand that industry participants play a significant role in ensuring policy is effective and well implemented across the global environment in which DLT networks operate. Our response to this first consultation briefly focuses on operating rules with respect to admission of crypto-assets. We look forward to providing additional responses to the second and third consultations.<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Questions 
[bookmark: _Hlk139527730][bookmark: _Hlk139527770]Q1:	Do you think that anything is missing from the draft RTS and ITS on the notification by certain financial entities to provide crypto-asset services referred 	to in Articles 60(13) and 60(14) of MiCA?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q2:	Do you agree with the list of information to be provided with an application for authorisation as a crypto-asset service provider? Please also state the reasons for your answer.:
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
Yes. The Hedera Council agrees with paragraph 21 of the consultation that “by screening the market participants able to provide crypto-asset services, NCAs provide a safer space for investors, despite the risks that any investment in crypto-assets represents.” Specifically, we endorse the requirement from paragraph 13 of the RTS on authorisation of crypto-asset service providers that applicants “should provide detailed information on rules governing the admission of crypto-assets to trading, the way in which the admitted crypto-assets comply with the applicant’s rules, the types of crypto-assets that the applicant will not admit to its platform and the reasons for these exclusions and fees applicable to the admission to trading.” We believe that strong, objective criteria for the admission of crypto-assets to trading achieves at least two significant beneficial outcomes: (1) reduction of conflicts of interest and unfair commercial practices at crypto-asset service providers, (2) standardization and promotion of quality crypto-asset governance objectives which reduces investors’ exposure to crypto-asset risk.

First, objective criteria for the admission of crypto-assets to trading ensures the consistent treatment of crypto-assets by services providers. This can reduce the existence or impact of conflicts of interest where crypto-asset service providers are also issuers of or investors in a particular crypto-asset and therefore prioritize or overlook risks inherent in the crypto-asset in order to offer trading services to customers. It also has the effect of reducing the opportunity for unfair commercial practices for both issuers and users, as fees and criteria for listing are predetermined rather than a result of subjective selection and negotiation.

Second, objective criteria for the admission of crypto-assets to trading has the effect of improving and standardizing crypto-asset governance objectives. Crypto-asset issuers, developers, and governors will be motivated to achieve consistency with admission standards and therefore self-regulate crypto-assets and platforms to be consistent with the consumer protection and risk-mitigating goals of MiCA. The objective criteria for trading also indirectly reduces the risks that “any investment in crypto-assets represents” by increasing access to objectively safer crypto-assets and reducing access to those that are sub-standard.<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q3:  	Do you agree with ESMA’s proposals on standard forms, templates and procedures for the information to be included in the application for authorisation as a crypto-asset service provider? Please also state the reasons for your answer.
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q4:	Do you agree with ESMA’s proposals to specify the requirements, templates and 	procedures for the handling of client complaints by crypto-asset service providers? Please also state the reasons for your answer.
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q5: 	Do you think that it is useful to keep the possibility for clients of CASPs to file their complaints by post, in addition to electronic means?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q6:	Do you think that other types of specific circumstances, relationships or affiliations should be covered by Articles 1 and 2 of the draft RTS on the identification, prevention, management and disclosure of conflicts of interest by crypto-asset service providers?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q7:	Do you think that other types of specific prevention or mitigation measures should be highlighted in the minimum requirements of Article 3 of the draft RTS on the identification, prevention, management and disclosure of conflicts of interest by crypto-asset service providers?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q8:	Do you agree with the information request laid down in Article 1 and with the granularity envisaged for the information to be provided by proposed acquirers that are trusts, AIF or UCITS management companies or sovereign wealth funds?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q9: Do you agree with the proportionate approach to the request of information to be submitted by proposed indirect acquirers of qualifying holdings based on whether they are identified via the control or the multiplication criterion?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q10: 	Do you consider the list of information under Article 8 complete and comprehensive to assess the financing of the acquisition, in particular as regards funding originated in the crypto ecosystem? 
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q11: 	Do you agree with the identified cases where reduced information requirements apply and with the related requirements and safeguards?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q12: 	In which EU jurisdiction(s) do you plan to be authorised to provide CASP services? In which EU jurisdiction(s) do you plan to provide CASP services under cross-border provision of crypto-asset services as specified in Article 65 of 	Regulation (EU) 2023/1114?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q13: 	What crypto asset services as listed in point 16 of Article 3(1) of Regulation (EU) 2023/1114 do you plan to offer (e.g. reception/transmission of orders; execution of orders on behalf of clients; operation of a trading platform etc.)? In addition, please provide some high-level explanation of the business model, including, what type of trading systems do you plan to use.
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q14: 	If you are planning to operate a trading platform:
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

(a)	How many white papers do you estimate to publish on you platform?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

(b)	What turnover, in terms of crypto-assets trading volume, do you expect to attract on your platform according to your business forecasts for the upcoming years?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

(c)	Do you plan to undertake transactions on the basis of an on-chain ledger or an off-chain one?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

	i. In case of the former, which type of DLT are you planning to use (e.g. Ethereum, Corda, Stellar etc.)? Do you plan to store transaction data on-chain or off-chain or a mix of the two?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

	ii. If the latter, how would you link on-chain and off-chain transaction data?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q15: 	If you are planning to execute/place orders on behalf of clients:
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

(a)	How many white papers do you estimate to offer to your clients for execution/order placement?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

(b)	What is the expected turnover (i.e. revenues) according to your business forecasts for the upcoming years?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

(c)	Do you plan to undertake transactions on the basis of an on-chain ledger 		or an off-chain one?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

	i. In case of the former, is transaction data stored on-chain or off-chain or a mixed of the two?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

	ii: If the latter, how do you link on-chain and off-chain transaction data?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

Q16:	If you are planning to receive and transmit orders:
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

(a)	How many white papers do you estimate to offer to your clients for order transmission?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

(b)	What is the expected turnover (i.e. revenues) according to your business forecasts for the upcoming years?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

(c)	Which are the main platforms/brokers you are intending to transmit orders to?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

(d)	In which jurisdictions are these platforms/brokers based?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>

(e)	How do you plan to keep track of the transmitted orders?
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
TYPE YOUR TEXT HERE
<ESMA_QUESTION_MICA_0>
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