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PRESS RELEASE 

ESMA selects Natasha Cazenave as candidate for Executive Director position 

The European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA), the EU’s securities markets regulator, 

has selected Natasha Cazenave as its candidate for the position of Executive Director.  

The Board of Supervisors (Board) decision follows an open selection process, which it has 

today communicated to the European Parliament (Parliament). The Board will appoint the 

candidate as the new Executive Director following confirmation by the Parliament, with the 

confirmation process expected to take place in the coming weeks.  

The candidate, once confirmed, will replace the current Executive Director, Verena Ross, who 

has now served the maximum term allowed under the ESMA Regulation and steps down on 

29 May 2021. The incoming Executive Director will be appointed to serve a five-year term, 

renewable once. 

Ms. Cazenave is currently Deputy Secretary General and Head of the Policy and International 

Affairs Directorate at the Autorité des Marchés Financiers (AMF). 
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Notes for editors 

1. ESMA launched the recruitment process for the position of Executive Director on 4 
September 2020 with the publication of its vacancy notice. 

2. ESMA is the European Union’s securities markets regulator. Its mission is to enhance 
investor protection and promote stable and orderly financial markets. 

It achieves these objectives through four activities: 

i. assessing risks to investors, markets and financial stability; 

ii. completing a single rulebook for EU financial markets; 

iii. promoting supervisory convergence; and 

iv. directly supervising specific financial entities. 

3. ESMA achieves its mission within the European System of Financial Supervision (ESFS) 
through active cooperation with the European Banking Authority (EBA), the European 
Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority (EIOPA), the European Systemic Risk 
Board, and with national authorities with competencies in securities markets (NCAs). 

Further information: 

David Cliffe 
Team Leader - Communications 
Tel:   +33 (0)1 58 36 43 24 
Mob: +33 (0)6 42 48 29 06 
Email: press@esma.europa.eu 
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