
20 May 2026 
ESMA71-545613100-2885 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Press release 

ESMA publishes shortlist of candidates for position of Chair 

The European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA), the EU’s financial markets regulator 

and supervisor, has published the shortlist of candidates for the position of Chair, which it has 

sent to the Council of the European Union (Council) and the European Parliament 

(Parliament). The Council will appoint the Chair following confirmation by the Parliament. 

The Board of Supervisors has shortlisted the following candidates, included here in 

alphabetical order of their surname: 

• Karen Dortea Abelskov 

• Carlo Comporti 

The shortlisted candidates were selected based on their merit, skills, knowledge of financial 

markets, as well as experience of financial supervision and regulation, in accordance with the 

requirements set out in the ESMA Regulation. 

The envisaged start date of the incoming Chair is 1 November 2026.   

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes for editors: 

• ESMA is the EU’s financial markets regulator and supervisor. Its mission is to enhance 

investor protection and promote stable and orderly financial markets in the European 

Union. It achieves this objective through:  

- three strategic priorities: a. fostering effective markets and financial stability, b. 

strengthening supervision of EU financial markets, c. enhancing protection of retail 

investors, and  

- two thematic drivers: enabling sustainable finance; and facilitating technological 

innovation and effective use of data. 

• The Chair of ESMA is responsible for preparing the work of the Board of Supervisors 

and chair both the Board of Supervisors and the Management Board, ensuring 

effective governance, strategic oversight and the delivery of ESMA’s priorities. 

• The Chair represents ESMA externally and is accountable to the European Parliament 

and the Council of the European Union. 

• The Chair is appointed by the Council of the European Union, following confirmation 

by the European Parliament, on the basis of a shortlist drawn up by ESMA’s Board of 

Supervisors. 

• The selection process was launched by ESMA following a vacancy notice  and was 

open to applications from suitably qualified candidates. 

• The selection procedure was conducted in accordance with ESMA’s Regulation and 

followed an open and competitive process. 
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Communications Officer   
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https://www.esma.europa.eu/about-esma/governance-structure/board-of-supervisors
https://www.esma.europa.eu/about-esma/governance-structure/management-board
https://www.esma.europa.eu/press-news/esma-news/esma-launches-selection-process-its-next-chair

